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The Commi.sion )

D8V01l8. ~ .tIODL U8OCIA'!IO.~M'NAl

Media-Com, Inc. ("Media-Com"), ln accordance wi'th 1:haproce-

O~"4ra~bare4 .ho~t-8paoe4

JIM 8tatio1ls

Tal

In the Mattar of

duras established in Order grIMing Extenlion ot Tim, tor riling

COlIQII.nts, 11 FCC Red 8797 (1996), hereby responds to the "Reply

Comments of the National A••oclation of Broadcasters" ("Reply

comments") in the above-referenced proceeding, as follows:

1. Media-Com is the licen••• of WNIR(PM), 100.1 MHz, Bent,

Ohio, Which i. a "pr.-1964 qrandfathered short-spaced statlon"

("ehort-spaoed station ll ). Specifically, WNIR(FM) 1s

grandtathered for short-spacing to third-adjacent channel Class B

stations WGAR-PM, 99.5 MHz, Cleveland, Ohio, and WMMS, 100.1 MHz,

Cleveland, Ohio. In response to the Commi.sion'. Notice of

Propo.ed Rule Haking, 11 FCC Red 7245, (1996) (n~"), Media-ColD

filed "Comments" in support of the Commission'. proposal to

eliminate the second- and third-adjacent channel protection

criteria which currently restrict opportunities for ahort-spaced

stations to modify their facilities. Subsequently, the National

Association ot Broadcasters ("NAB") submitted "Reply COJllJbent."

which generally support the Commlssion's proposal. NAB'. Appen-

dix 1 encapSUlates current second- and third-adjacent short-sP~~
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1ngs: NAB's Appendix II studies performance ot certain FM receiv

ers w1~ respec~ to second-adjacent channels and finds adequate

or high seoond-adjacent channel rejection capabilities in eo' ot

the studied receivers, but doee not .tudy or addre•• receiver

performance with respect to third-adjacent channels.

2. Attached hereto Is an Engineerlnq statement by Roy P.

Stype, III, of Carl E. Smith Consulting Engineers. It i. Mr.

stype's expert opinion that PM receivers should be significantly

less susceptible to third adjacent channel interference than ~ey

are to that from second-adjacent channel stations, in view ot the

greater frequency separation involved. Hr. Stype conclude. ~at,

based on the capability ot receivers to reject unwanted third

adjacent channel signals and the small number of third-adjaoent

channel short-spaced stations, the proposed rule change should

not result in any significant interference proble.s trom third

adjacent channel stations.

3. Under the.e circumstances, we respectfully reque.t the

Commi.sion to sever and promptly adopt its proposal to eliminate

curren~ constraints on third-adjacent channel .hort-spaced .ta

tions, to relieve such broadcasters from unnecessary requlatory

burdens at the earliest possible time, as well as expedite ~e

realization of concomitant public interests benefits.
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BDla-co., IKC.
P.O. Box 2170
Akron, Ohio 44309-2170
(330) 613-2323

R••pecttully 8ubmi~~ed,

:U-r-J~~
~•. lClaus

vice Pre.ident
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NOTARIZED COpy

November 1, 1996

Prepared for: Mr. William Klaus
Media-Com, Inc.
P.O. Box 2170
Akron, OH 44309-2170

CARL E. SMITH CONSULTING ENGINEERS

2324 N. CLEVE-MASS RD., BOX 807 216/659-4440 BATH, OHIO .....0807
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ENGINEERING AFFIDAVIT

State of Ohio )
) ss:

County of Summit )

Roy P. Stype, III, being duly sworn, deposes and states that he is a graduate

Electrical Engineer, a qualified and experienced Communications Consulting Engineer

whose works are a matter of record with the Federal Communications Commission and

that he is a member of the Firm of "Carl E. Smith ConSUlting Engineers" located at 2324

North Cleveland-Massillon Road in the Township of Bath, County of Summit, State of

Ohio, and that the Firm has been retained by Media-Com, Inc., to prepare the attached

"Engineering Statement In Support Of Comments Regarding NAB Reply Comments -

MM Docket 96-120."

The deponent states that the Exhibit was prepared by him or under his direction

and is true of his own knowledge, except as to statements made on information and

belief and as to such statements, he believes them to be true.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on November 1, 1996.

6L b~V) l~4~~_
Notary Public ----0-

ISEAU
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ENGINEERING STATEMENT

This engineering statement is prepared on behalf of Media-Com, Inc., licensee of

Radio Station WNIR(FM) - Kent, Ohio. WNIR is a pre-1964 grandfathered short

spaced station, pursuant to Section 73.213(a) of the FCC Rules, with grandfathered

short spacings to two Class B stations which operate on third adjacent channels to

WNIR. On October 4, 1996, the National Association of Broadcasters ("NAB") filed

reply comments in MM Docket 96-120, which proposes to modify Section 73.213(a) of

the FCC Rules to relax some of the restrictions imposed by this rule section on pre

1964 grandfathered short spaced stations. The NAB reply comments addressed only

the portion of this proceeding which deals with pre-1964 grandfathered short spacings

on second and third adjacent channels and included a study which was conducted to

attempt to estimate the number of stations with pre-1964 grandfathered short spacings

on second and third adjacent channels which would be impacted by these proposed

changes, as well as information from receiver studies conducted in conjunction with the

digital audio radio proceeding regarding the susceptibility of various receivers to

second adjacent channel interference. This engineering statement supports comments

on the NAB reply comments and the studies contained therein, which are being filed as

permitted by the FCC's August 2, 1996, Order Grantjng Extension of Tjme for Filing

Reply Comments in this proceeding.

The data submitted by the NAB regarding the susceptibility of various receivers to

second adjacent channel interference includes no information whatsoever with regard

to the susceptibility of these receivers to third adjacent channel interference. In fact,

the NAB comments freely admit that no such data is known to be available. Because of

---- CARL E. SMITH CONSULTING ENGINEERS ----



the greater frequency separation involved in third adjacent channel situations, however,

it is obvious that these receivers should be significantly less susceptible to third adja

cent channel interference than they are to that from second adjacent channel stations.

Since the data contained in the NAB reply comments indicates that 60% of the

receivers tested have second adjacent channel interference rejection capabilities which

equal or exceed the protection criteria outlined in the FCC Rules for second and third

adjacent channel operations, this leads to the conclusion that most receivers should

have third adjacent channel interference rejection capabilities significantly exceeding

the criteria employed by the FCC in calculating interference in this situation. When

coupled with the extremely limited estimated number of grandfathered third adjacent

channel short spacings, it becomes obvious that the proposed modifications to Section

73.213(a) of the FCC Rules, as they would apply to grandfathered third adjacent

channel short spacings, should not result in any significant interference problems, even

in situations where these proposed modifications would be employed to permit grand

fathered short spaced Class A stations to improve their operating facilities to the

maximum now permitted.

Based on the above information, it appears possible to adopt the modifications to

Section 73.213(a) of the FCC Rules proposed in this proceeding as they pertain to pre

1964 grandfathered third adjacent channel short spacings without significant risk of

increased interference and without regard to the ultimate outcome of this proceeding as

it pertains to pre-1964 grandfathered short spacings on second adjacent channels.

,.... _. ~ ~ ..... _ •• ,..._ ... _ ••• _ .... _ r:=" ... _ .... _



CWII;.lgAfI or .I.YICI

I, William B. Xlaus, Vice President ot Media·Com, Inc.,

bereby certify that a copy of the foregoing "Respons. to National

Association of Broadcasters" was mailed on November 4, 1996, by

u.s. mail, first class, poatage prepaid, to the partie. on the

11st attached hereto.

8y ~/~-
~lau.
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CBRTIFICATE OF SBRYICB

I, Veronica Pierce, do hereby certify that a true and cor
rect copy of the foregoing "Response to National Association of
Broadcasters" has been served upon the following individuals by
U.S. Mail on this 4th day of November, 1996.

Henry L. Baumann
Executive Vice Pre.ident

and General Counsel
National Association of Broadcasters
1771 N street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

(Counsel for NAB)

Thomas Schattenfield, Esquire
Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

(Counsel for WPNT, Inc.)

John J. Mullaney
Mullaney Engineerinq, Inc.
9049 Shady Grove Court
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Bayard H. Walters
WYCQ, Inc.
P.O. Box 150846
Nashville, TN 31215-0846

(President, WYCQ, Inc.)

Clarence M. Beverage
Communications Technologies, Inc.
P.O. Box 1130
Marlton, NJ 08053

Michael A. Kaneb
Vice President
Barnstable Broadcasting, Inc.
P.O. Box 9042
125 Technoloqy Drive
Waltham, MA 02214

William Malone, Esquire
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and stone, P.L.C.
1225 Nineteenth street, N.W.
suite 400
Washington, DC 20036

(Counsel for WHRB(FM»



Wayne S. Reese
President
E. Harold Munn, Jr. , Associates, Inc.
100 Airport Drive
P.O. Box 220 .
Coldwater, MI 49036-0220

Dennis J. Kelly
Cordon and Kelly
P.O. Box 6648
Annapolis, MD 21401

(Counsel for Z Spanish Radio
Network, Inc.)

Richard L. Harvey
WTUC
1018 Hillcrest Drive
Neshanic Station, NJ 08853

Michelle M. Shanahan, Esquire
Hogan' Hartson, L.L.P.
555 Thirteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

(Counsel for Odyssey Communications, Inc.)

Peter Tannenwald, Esquire
Irwin, Campbell, Tannenwald, P.C.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
suite 200
Washington, DC 20036-3101

(Counsel for Taxi Productions, Inc.,
Livingston Radio Company and Brown
Broadcasting Service, Inc.)

Donald Zeifang, Esquire
Baker & Hostetler
Washington Square
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
suite 1100
Washington, DC 20036-5304

(Counsel for WTBO-WKGO Corporation)

Sudhir K. Khanna
Association of Federal Communications

Consulting Engineers
P.O. Box 19333
20th Street station
Washington, DC 20036-0333
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Mark N. Lipp, Esquire
MUllin, Rhyne, Emmons and Topel, P.C.
1225 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
suite 300
Washington, DC 20036

(Counsel for KALI-FM, Inc.)

Wayne D. Johnsen, Esquire
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

(Counsel for Liberman Broadcasting, Inc.)

Charles I. Gallagher, P.E.
Gallagher & Associates
13226 Clopper Road
Hagerstown, MD 21742

Craig L. Fox
Renard Communications Corp.
4853 Manor Hill Drive
Syracuse, NY 13215-1336

Jack L. 5i89al
President and General Manager
Chagal Communications, Inc.
222 N. Sepulveda Boulevard
suite 1234
El Segundo, CA 90245

John J. Davis, P.E.
Consulting Engineer
John J. Davis' Associates
P.o. Box 128
Sierra Madre, CA 91024-0128

Veronica Pierce
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